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L’estuaire company was established in 1995. It is one of the co-founding 
companies of the Theatre du Galpon, Geneva / Switzerland.  

L’estuaire company has developed an artistic identity revealing the 
poetry of physical phenomena and based on the relationship between 
human beings and between them and their environment. 
The company produces stage works as well as works for public and 
urban spaces.  
 

The group pieces deal mainly with balance, construction and destruction, 
and solidarity. How do things hold together? How do people live together? 
Panels, boards or wooden blocks that the dancers organize in the space 
or that they climb are precarious and short-lived organizations, small 
arrangements with life that provide elements of visual and sensory 
answers to these questions. 

The smaller pieces are often produced in collaboration with the company 
A Hauteur des Yeux and question the relationship between the human 
body and puppets. 

The community and cultural artistic projects integrate pupils, teachers 
or city inhabitants in the processes of creation. 

Nathalie Tacchella directs her artistic projects in a close collaboration 
with each company member. Her work is strongly influenced by thinking 
about the role of the artist in the city. For over 15 years, she has been 
questioning the relationships between creation, training and citizenship. 

Nathalie Tacchella was awarded a Swiss society of authors grant by for 
her piece Les Tables. 

Her artistic and educational work has been documented in three movies: 
Paysages urbains, a documentary by Mathias Solenthaler  
Paroles, danses et impressions, a movie by Alexandre Simon 
Je suis au milieu de nous, a movie by the Service Écoles-Médias (School  
and Culture Department. State of Geneva) 
 
 
 
 
 

Credits 
Conception and choreography Nathalie Tacchella 
Artistic collaboration Claire Goodyear 

Dance Marion Baeriswyl, Fabio Bergamaschi, Antonio Buil, 
Ismaël Oiartzabal, Ambre Pini, Diane Senger  

Martial arts training Dominique Falquet 

Stage design and construction Padrutt Tacchella 
Painting Annie Peter Osman 
Objects Laurent Bandelier et Alex Gerenton 

Music Adrien Kessler 
Light design Marc Gaillard  
Costumes Marion Schmid 

General technic supervisor Thierry Court 

Delegated production Laure Chapel – Pâquis Production 
Diffusion and communication Marine Magnin 
Tour manager Lenka Flory  
English translation Caroline Dommen 

Photos Isabelle Meister et Claire Goodyear 
Video Laurence Favre, Alexa Andrey 

Production l'estuaire company 

With support from Ville de Genève, République et Canton de 
Genève, Loterie Romande - Partnership Le Galpon 

All dancers and artistic collaborators’ bios are 
available on www.estuaire.ch biographies 

 
GO – public representation – Le Galpon May 2015 
Vimeo links : vimeo.com/129488978 et vimeo.com/129480660  
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Go is a choreographic piece for six male and female danc-
ers. It premiered at Le Galpon – Geneva in May 2015.   

Go  is a starting point. A board on which various configu-
rations of play develop. 
Go  is a construction of symbolic territories. 
Go  is an order that give ourselves or that we e receive 
from others at the moment just before the movement 
begins. 
G0  (Ground zero) is a criticism of the dominant groups 
which divide up the territories on which they develop their 
economic and social activities. 
Go is a network of choreographic, artistic and educational 
declensions. It can be presented on tour in one of its 
three adaptable forms, depending on the context of its 
presentation:  

Go original scenic version, duration 50 minutes – see p. 3 
Go school version, duration 30+60 minutes – see p. 6 
Go urban version, duration 30 minutes – see p. 7 

 

 

Go – Le Galpon – Isabelle Meister – May 2015 
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Materials in migration 
A ship's siren is the starting signal. Is this great pomp or a 
sinister opening? In fact it heralds, danger: the dancers 
who race and roll across the Galpon's stage seem worried. 
The pale orange light, eats warm colours and transforms 
the dancers into watchful zombies. This is the powerful 
beginning of Go, created by the genevan artist Nathalie 
Tacchella who is celebrating the 20th anniversary of l'estu-
aire company. 

[…]  An atmosphere of painful migratory flows and exile 
floats in this anniversary creation. This is particularly evi-
dent during this long opening sequence where the imbri-
cated dancers, like moving magma, recall the castaways of 
Le Radeau de la Méduse against the backdrop of howling 
wind. One by one, the dancers raise out of the mass with an 
exporession of dismay. We remember the program which 
read: "Go is a criticism is a criticism of the dominant 
groups which divide up the territories on which they de-
velop their economic and social activities". 

Paradoxically, the piece gets lighter when the heavier mate-
rials come on stage. With the metallic tubes which the danc-
ers scatter and plant on stage, Nathalie Tacchella points 
the arbitrary power of borders. And to their short-lived 
fate, because, no sooner planted, the tubes are knocked 
down. A way of saying that our limits are those that we set 
ourselves. […] As for the huge pebbles, they are like the 
pieces dancers move as if on a board game. 

[…]  At the end of the piece, which draws us in through its 
repetitive structure of fine movements, the dancers 
sometimes lie down along the demarcation lines, reminding  
us as much of the trenches as the restful comfort of a 
house. 
Such is Nathalie Tacchella's talent for creating thought-
provoking associations. 
Marie-Pierre Genecand, Le Temps, May 2015 (excerpts) 
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Go – Le Galpon – Isabelle Meister – May 2015 

 
Go original version 
In her 20 years with l'estuaire company, the genevan 
Nathalie Tacchella likes open, abstract proposals, to 
evoke a theme. 
Conceived for 6 dancers, this creation offers a vast 
range of levels of readings, impressions and vibrations. 
Marie-Pierre Genecand, Le Temps, April 2015 
 
Technical and production information 
Duration 50 min. 
Floor 14M width X 12M depth 
Full technical sheet see page 8 
Team 10 people: 6 dancers, 2 sound and stage managers, 1 
choreographer, 1 tour manager 
Setting and rehearsal 2 days, including the show 
 
Two proposals in connection with the show 
> Commented rehearsal enabling the audience to discover 

a process of choreographic composition. 
> Meeting with the audience enabling the audience to dis-

cuss the work with the choreographer. 
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Go – Le Galpon – Isabelle Meister – May 2015 
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Cache-cache – Quartier Jonction – Claire Goodyear – November 2014 
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Go school version  
Suitable for young children (from 5 years) 
The choreographer briefly introduces the piece to the 
young audience. The dancers follow on with a shortened 
version of Go (30 minutes). 
At the end of the short version of the piece, the artistic 
team welcomes the audience on stage (maximum 120 chil-
dren) and creates with them a mini-choreography, a short 
sequences of movements set in space, in light and in music 
in the instant. Duration approximately 60 minutes. 
A written presentation for teachers can be made availa-
ble to teachers on request. 
 
Go workshop for children  
Can be adapted to suit to context  
Accompanied by three dancers of the company, the par-
ticipants discover and experiment how dance can be de-
fined by the space, rhythm and dynamics, and make an 
idea tangible. 

The workshop lasts at least a half-day (up to a full day). It 
is proposed in classes of 5 to 12 year olds and can be 
adapted for groups of teenagers and adults. 
The workshop can take place the day before, or after the 
performance of Go.  
 
Technical and production information 
Duration 90 min. total time 
Floor 14M width X 12M depth 
Full technical sheet see page 8 
Team 10 people: 6 dancers, 2 sound and stage managers, 1 
choreographer, 1 tour manager 
Setting and rehearsal 2 days, including the performance 
For the workshop the stage, or a suitable room is required. 
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Go urban version – the original project 
In November 2014, Nathalie Tacchella created Cache-Cache 
(Hide and Seek), a performance that sets children's rights 
in the heart of the city. 

Outdoors, in a public place, five children and four adults 
move on a surface marked out by words written in chalk. 
[…] No music is to be heard, the bodies move in silence. 
Objects structure and enhance the movements: wooden 
boxes, metallic tubes and cement discs are the elements 
which mark the routes and the spaces occupied by the 
performers. 
Elaborated in situ during a fortnight dedicated to the 
children's rights, this performance causes children to 
move and interact with the passers-by who, intrigued, 
follow this poetic and questioning display. 
Katia Berger, La Tribune de Genève, November 2014 (excerpts) 
 
Go urban version – in situ creation 
This version can be developed according to the context. It 
involves the dancers of the company who mingle with the 
participants (whether children or adults) and create to-
gether a performance based on the construction of the 
intimate and cultural territories and their expression in 
the public place. 
 
Technical and production information 
Duration 30 min.  
Floor 30M X 30M including public 
Team 10 people: 6 dancers, 1 technical manager, 1 chore-
ographer, 1, production assistant, 1 tour manager 
Setting and rehearsal 2 days, including the show 
Artistic residence with local people: 2 to 3 weeks 
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Technical sheet 
Stage 
Minimal floor surface 14M width X 12M depth 
Minimal height: 6 M 
The company brings a mobile floor (12X10M), which has to be screwed.  
 

Lights for original and school version 
42 circuits 2KW (public included) 
Light mix table with memory and manual cross-fade  
Gelatins  LEE 161, 228, 238, 250, 443, 600, 711, 777 – 

ROSCO 100, 113, 114, 132. 
Depending to the height, Lee BlackFoil's sheets. 

16 PC 1KW 6 PC 2KW 
4 pars CP 61 
5 BT 250W 

3 Swoboda 
7 Juliat 613 SX 

12 pars CP 62 with 4 ground's deck 
4 charges and 2 asymetric iodins for public lightening 
1 light ramp 18X100W (brought by company) 
2 Sodiums (brought by company) 
4 couples de PAR 16 with ground's deck (brought by company) 
 

Sound for original and school version 
One stereo input 
One mix table with independent back and front stage set-
tings.  
1 facade and 1 back stereo full range – subwoofers if HP 
are under-dimensioned 
 

Schedule 
Setting with 2 electricians, 1 technician and 1 sound technician. 
Unloading and loading: 4 persons. 
Day 1: 3 technical services  
Day 2: 2 technical services including rehearsal with 

dancers and show. 
Unsetting: 1 technical service at the end of the last show. 
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